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MARYLAND 

STATE CONTENTION. 



Chamber of House of Delegates, 
JVovember 51&, 1850. 

At the hour of 1S|| on motion of Ex-Gov. Sprigg, of Prince George, the 
Convention was called to order, by inviting the Hon. BENJAMIN C. HOW- 
ARD, of Baltimore county, to the Chair. 

On motion of Hon. Euab Brown, of Carroll, JAMES L. RIDGELY, 
Esq., of Baltimore county, was appointed Secretary, pro tern. 

On motion of the Hon. Wm. H. Tuck, of Prince George, the Chair was 
authorized to appoint a committee of three, to wait on the Elxecutive and ob- 
tain a list of the Delegates chosen to this Convention. 

The Chair named Messrs. Tuck of Prince George, Gwnm of Baltimore city, 
and RicAUD of Kent, as the committee. 

Mr. Tuck, from the committee, appointed to wait on the Governor, to ob- 
tain a list of the Delegates dect to the Convention, reported that the committee 
had performed that duty, and that tha^ Secretary of State was now in attend- 
ance with a communication from the Governor, touching that subject. 

Whereupon, John Nick Watkins, Esq., Secretary of State, presented the 
following commimication from the Governor to the Convention, together with 
the official returns of the election: 

State Department, Annapolis, Md. 

J^ovember 50^ 1850. 
Gentlemen of the Convention: 

I have the honor, in compliance with your request, to transmit herewith the 
returns of the election held on the first Wednesday of September last, under 
the Act of December Session, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, chapter three 
hundred and forty-six, entitled " an Act to provide for the taking of the sense, 
of the people upon the expediency of calling a Convention to frame a new 
Constitution and Form of Government for this State, and to provide for the 
election of Delegates to such Convention," and a list of the Delegates to the 
Convention. 

PHILIP F. THOMAS. 



A LIST OF MEMBERS 



Of the Maryland State Convention^ elected under 
the provisions of the Act of the General Assembly 
of December Session 1849, chapter 346: 



St. Mary's cowUy. 
GEORGE C. MORGAN, 
WILLIAM J. BLACKISTONE, 
JOHN P. DENT, 
J. R. HOPEWELL. 



Charles county. 
GEORGE BRENT, 
JOHN G. CHAPMAN, 
WILLIAM D. MERRICK, 
DANIEL JENIFER. 



Kent county. 
JAMES B. RICAUD, 
JOHN LEE, 

EZEKIEL F. CHAMBERS, 
JOSEPH T. MITCHELL. 

Anne •Arundel county. 
THOMAS DONALDSON, 
THOMAS B. DORSET, 
GEORGE WELLS, 
ALEXANDER RANDALL, 
JAMES KENT, 
JOHN S. SELLMAN. 

Calvert county. 
GEORGE W. WEEMS, 
J. J. DALRYMPLE, 
JOHN BOND, 
A. R. SOLLERS. 



Talbot eounty. 
EDWARD LLOYD, 
S. P. DICKINSON, 
C. SHERWOOD, 
M. 0. COLSTON. 

Somerset county. 
JOHN DENNIS, 
JAMES U. DENNIS, 
J. W. CRISFIELD, 
J. J. DASHIELL, 
WILLIAM WILLIAMS. 

Dorchester county. 
THOMAS H. HICKS, 
JOHN H. HODSON, 
WM. T. GOLDSBOROUGH, 
J. R. ECCLESTON, 
FRANCIS P. PHELPS. 



BiMmore county. 
BENJAMIN C. HOWARD, 
JAMES M. BUCHANAN, 
EPHRAIM BELL 
THOMAS J. WELSH, 
H. J. CHANDLER, 
JAMES L. RIDGELY. 



Cecil County. 
ALBERT CONSTABLE, 
B. B. CHAMBERS, 
WILLIAM McCULLOUGH, 
JOHN M. MILLER, 
LOUIS McLANE. 



Prince GecTge^s county. 
THOMAS P. BOWIE, 
WILLIAM H. TUCK, 
SAMUEL SPRIGG, 
JOHN M. S. McCUBBIN, 
J. D. BOWLING. 



Worcester cowUy. 
L. L. DIRICKSON, 
S. S. McMASTER, 
E. HEARN, 
JAMES M. FOOKS, 
CURTIS W. JACOBS. 



Frederick county. 
FRANCIS THOMAS, 
EDWARD SHRIVER, 
WILLIAM COST JOHNSON, 
JOHN D. GAITHER, 
DANIEL S. BISER, 
ROBERT ANNAN. 

Washington county. 
GEORGE SCHLEY, 
LEWIS P. FIERY, 
ALEXANDER NEILL, Jr., 
JOHN NEWCOMER, 
THOMAS HARBINE, 
MICHAEL NEWCOMER. 

Montgomery county. 
J. M. KILGOUR, 
ALLEN BOWIE DAVIS, 
WASHINGTON WATERS, 
JOHN BREWER, 
JAMES W. ANDERSON. 

BaUxTuwre city. 
CHARLES J. M. GWINN, 
DAVID STEWART, 
ROBERT J. BRENT, 
GEORGE W. SHERWOOD, 
BENJAMIN C. PRESSTMAN, 
ELIAS WARE, Jr. 



Harford county. 
JOHN SAPPINGTON, 
W. B. STEPHENSON, 
R. McHENRY, 
SAMUEL M. MAGRAW, 
JAMES NELSON. 

^Uegany county. 
WILLIAM WEBER, 
WILLIAM M. HOLLIDAY, 
JOHN SLICER, 
JAMES FITZPATRICK, 
SAMUEL P. SMITH. 

Qtieeti Anne's county. 
WILLIAM A. SPENCER, 
WILLIAM GRASON, 
ENOCH GEORGE, 
HENRY E. WRIGHT. 

Carroll county. 
ANDREW G. EGE, 
M. G. COCKEY, 
JOSEPH M. PARKE, 
JACOB SHOWER, 
ELIAS BROWN. 

Caroline county. 
R, C. CARTER, 
JOHN THAWLEY, 
THOMAS R. STEWART, 
EDWARD HARDCASTLE. 



OFFICERS OF THE CONVENTION. 



The Convention was fully oi^ganized on the 12th and 13th of Norember, by 
the election of the following officers : 

President. 
Hon. JOHN G. CHAPMAN, of Charles Co. 

Secretary, 
GEORGE G. BREWER, of AnnapoKs. 

•Assistant Secretary. 
WASHINGTON B. CHICHESTER, of Montgomery Co. 

Sergeant-at-t^rms. 
RICHARD BOOTH, of Carroll Co. 

Door-Keepers. 
SAMUEL J. LAMDIN, S. C. HERBERT. 

Ccmmittee Clerks. 

J. W. RIDER. GEO. S. KING. J. MORRITZ. 

S. PEACOCK. WILLIAM HALL. 



STANDING COMMITTEES. 



CommiUee to consider and report a De- 
claraHon of Rights : 

Messrs. Dorsey, Parke, 

Williams, Hodson, 
Biser, Wright. 

Blackistone, 

CofmnUu to conndtr mtd rqport res- 
peeHfng (he Executive Department: 

Messrs. Grason, Goldsborough, 
Sprigg, Hearn, 

Jenifer, HoUiday. 

BeU, 

Committee to consider and report respect- 
ing the LegislaHve Department : 

Messrs. Johnson, Kilgour, 

Phelps, McCullough, 
Presstman, Carter. 
Morgan, 

Committee to consider and report respect- 
ing Judiciary Department, embracing 
Common Law Courts, Courts of 
Equity, Orphans^ Courts, Magistrates* 
Courts, and Justices of the Peace, and 
the mode qf tqfpointment and tenure 
of office: 
Messrs. Bowie, Constable, 
*Thomas, Brent, 
Crisfield, of Charles, 
Buchanan, Spencer, 
Randall, Schley, 
Stewart, EkM^eston, 
of Bait., Anderson. 
Ricaud, 



* Mr. Thomas was excused at his own re- 
quest fh)ni continuing a member of this Com- 
mittee, and Mr. Morgan was appointed in his 
place. 



Committee to consider and report respect- 
ing Treasury Department : 

Messrs. McLane, Bowling, 
Donaldson, Sherwood, 
Nelson, of Talbot, 

Neill, Dashiell. 

Committee to cmmder and report respect- 
ing tiie office of Attorney General and 
his Deputies : 
Messrs. -Shriver, Miller, 
Dalrymple, Cockey, 
Brewer, Colston. 
Fiery, 

Committee to consider and report req^ect- 
ing the •Sppointment, Tenure of Office , 
duties and compensation qf aU CivU 
officers not embraced in the duJties of 
other standing committees: 
Messrs. Tuck, Weber, 

Brent, Jas. U. Dennis, 

of Bait., McHenry, 
Dent, Lee. 

Committee to connder and report respect- 
ing the Elective Franchise : 
Messrs. Chambers, Weems, 
of Kent, Thawley, 
Brown, Jno .Newcomer, 
Hicks, Slicer. 

Committee to consider and report respect- 
specHng the Regulation qf Inspections : 

Messrs. Sellman, Ware, 

Hopewell, Annan, 

M. Newcomer, Chambers, 
Pooks, of Cecil. 
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CommUUe to consider and report respect- 
ing the power qf the Legislaiure on 
CorporaHons, Mwnidpal tnd others, 
and onthe power qfthe Legislaiure to 
create Debt : 
Messrs. Wells, Waters, 

Ridgely, Sherwood, 
Dirickson, of Baltimore, 
Stewart, Mitchell, 
of Caroline,] 



Committee to consider and report a pro- 
per basis qf Representation in the two 
Houses qf the General Jissembly, and 
a proper apportionment qf representa- 
tion in the same : 
Messrs. Merrick, Ege, 

Howard, Lloyd, 
Chambers, John Dennis, 

of Kent, Harbine, 
Gwinn, Kent. 



Committee to consider and report respect- 
ing Education : 

Messrs. Smith, Chandler, 

Davis, McMaster, 

Magraw, George. 
McCubbin, 

Committee to consider and report respect- 
ing ihe MUitia and Jtfi/ttory •^airs : 
Messrs. Howard, Dickinson, 
Heam , Stephenson , 
Shower, Schley. 
Bond, 

Committee to consider and report respect- 
ing fixture amendments and revisions 
qfthe Constitution: 
Messrs. Sollers, Graither, 

Fitzpatrick, Hardcastle, 
Jacobs, Welsh. 
Sappington, 

Committee on .Accounts : 
Messrs. WeUs, Neill, 
Williams, Ware. 
Liloyd, 



Committee to consider and report such 

provisions proper to be embodied in a 

Constitution for the State, as are not 

embraced in tiie foregoing resolutions : 

Messrs. Jenifer, Blackistone, 

McLane, Johnson, 

Dorsey, Grason. 

Brent, of Bait. city. 

Committee on Printing : 
Messrs. Stewart, Johnson, 
of Bait., Spencer, 
Bowie, Ricaud, 
Randall, Weber. 

Committu to close the .Sccotmis, Sfc. of 

the Convention qfter its Session : 
Messrs. Randall, Magraw. 
Ware, 

Committee qf Revision : 
Messrs. Tuck, Randall, 

Chambers, Magraw. 

Grason, 

4flerwards added : 
Messrs. Donaldson, Gwinn. 



Coniitttntion 0f Jllan)laii)i, 

ADOPTED IN CONVENTION, 

WHICH ASSEMBLED AT THE CITY OF ANNAPOLIS ON THE 

FOURTH DAY OF NOVEMBER, EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND 

FIFTY, AND ADJOURNED ON THE THIRTEENTH DAY 

OF MAY, EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY-ONE. 



THE DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

We^ the People of the State of Maryland^ grateful 
to Almighty God for our civil and religious 
liberty^ and taking into our serious consideration 
the best means of establishing a good Constitu- 
tion in this State^ for the sure foundation and 
more permanent security thereof declare : 

Article 1. That all government of right originates 
from the people, is founded in compact only, and 
instituted solely for the good of the whole; and 
they have at all times, according to the mode pre- 
scribed in this Constitution, the unalienable right to 
alter, reform, or abolish their form of Government, 
in such manner as they may deem expedient. 

Art. 2. That the people of this State ought to 
have the sole and exclusive right of regulating the 
internal government and police thereof 

Art. 3. That the inhabitants of Maryland are 
entitled to the common law of England, and the 
2 
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trial by jury according to the course of that law, 
and to the benefit of such of the English statutes as 
existed on the fourth day of July, seventeen hundred 
and seventy-six, and which, by experience, have 
been found applicable to their local and other cir- 
cumstances, and have been introduced, used and 
practised by the courts of law or equity, and also of 
all acts of Assembly in force on the first Monday of 
November, eighteen hundred and fifty, except such 
as may have since expired, or may be altered by this 
Constitution, subject, nevertheless, to the revision of, 
and amendment or repeal by the Legislature of this 
State ; and the inhabitants of Maryland are also 
entitled to all property derived to them from or under 
the charter granted by his Majesty Charles the First, 
to Caecilius Calvert, Baron of Baltimore. 

Art. 4. That all persons invested with the Legis- 
lative or Executive powers of government, are the 
trustees of the public, and as such accountable for 
their conduct ; wherefore, whenever the ends of gov- 
ernment are perverted, and public Uberty manifestly 
endangered, and all other means of redress are 
inefiectual, the people may, and of right ought to 
reform the old or establish a new government. The 
doctrine of non-resistance against arbitrary power 
and oppression is absurd, slavish and destructive of 
the good and happiness of mankind. 

Art. 5. That the right of the peaple to participate 
in the Legislature is the best security of liberty, and 
the foundation of all free government ; for this pur- 
pose elections ought to be free and frequent, and 
every free white male citizen having the qualifica- 
tions prescribed by the Constitution, ought to have 
the right of suffrage. 
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Art. 6. That the legislative, executive and judicial 
powers of government ought to be forever separate 
and distinct from each other ; and no person exer- 
cising the functions of one of said departments, 
shall assume or discharge the duties of any other. 

Art. 7. That no power of suspending laws, or 
the execution of laws, unless by or derived from the 
Legislature, ought to be exercised or allowed. 

Art. 8. That freedom of speech and debate or 
proceedings in the Legislature, ought not to be im- 
peached in any court of judicature. 

Art. 9. That Annapolis be the place for the meet- 
ing of the Legislature ; and the Legislature ought 
not to be convened or held at any other place but 
from evident necessity. 

Art. 10. That for the redress of grievances, and 
for amending, strengthening and preserving the laws, 
the Legislature ought to be frequently convened. 

Art. 11. That every man hath a right to petition 
the Legislature for the redress of grievances in a 
peaceable and orderly manner. 

Art. 12. That no aid, charge, tax, burthen, or 
fees, ought to be rated or levied, under any pretence, 
without the consent of the Legislature. 

Art. 13. That the levying of taxes by the poll is 
grievous and oppressive, and ought to be abolished ; 
that paupers ought not to be assessed for the sup- 
port of Government, but every other person in the 
State, or person holding property therein, ought to 
contribute his proportion of public taxes, for the sup- 
port of Government, according to his actual worth 
in real or personal property ; yet fines, duties, or 
taxes may properly and justly be imposed or laid, 
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on persons or property, with a political view, for the 
good government and benefit of the community. 

Art. 14. That sanguinary laws ought to be avoided 
as far as is consistent with the safety of the State ; 
and no law to inflict cruel and unusual pains and 
penalties ought to be made in any case, or at any 
time hereafter. 

Art. 15. That retrospective laws, punishing acts 
committed before the existence of such laws, and 
by them only declared criminal, are oppressive, 
unjust and incompatible with liberty ; wherefore, no 
ex post facto law ought to be made. 

Art. 16. That no law to attaint particular persons 
of treason or felony, ought to be made in any case, 
or at any time hereafter. 

Art. 17. That every free man, for any injury done 
to him in his person or property, ought to have 
remedy by the course of the law of the land, and 
ought to have justice and right, freely without sale, 
fully without any denial, and speedily without delay, 
according to the law of the land. 

Art. 18. That the trial of facts where they arise, 
is one of the greatest securities of the lives, liberties, 
and estate of the people. 

Art. 19. That in all criminal prosecutions, every 
man hath a right to be informed of the accusation 
against him ; to have a copy of the indictment or 
charge, in due time (if required) to prepare for his 
defence ; to be allowed counsel ; to be confronted 
with the witnesses against him ; to have process for 
his witnesses; to examine the witnesses for and 
against him on oath ; and to a speedy trial by an 
impartial jury, without whose unanimous consent he 
ought not to be found guilty. 



\ 
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Art. 20. That no man ought to be compelled to 
give evidence against himself in a com't of common 
law^, or in any other court, but in such cases as have 
been usually practised in this State, or may hereafter 
be directed by the Legislature. 

Art. 21. That no free man ought to be taken or 
imprisoned, or disseized of his freehold, liberties or 
privileges, or outlaw^ed, or exiled, or in any manner 
destroyed, or deprived of his life, liberty or property, 
but by the judgment of his peers, or by the law^ of 
the land ; provided, that nothing in this article shall 
be so construed as to prevent the Legislature from 
passing all such law^s for the government, regulation 
and disposition of the free colored population of this 
State as they may deem necessary. 

Art. 22. That excessive bail ought not to be 
required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel 
or unusual punishment inflicted by the courts of 
law. 

Art. 23. That all w^arrants, w^ithout oath, or affir- 
mation, to search suspected places, or to seize any 
person or property, are grievous and oppressive ; and 
all general w^arrants to search suspected places, or 
to apprehend suspected persons, w^ithout naming or 
describing the place, or the person in special, are 
illegal, and ought not to be granted. 

Art. 24. That no conviction shall work corrup- 
tion of blood, or forfeiture of estate. 

Art. 25. That a well regulated militia is the pro- 
per and natural defence of a free government. 

Art. 26. That standing armies are dangerous to 
liberty, and ought not to be raised or kept up with- 
out consent of the Legislature. 
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Art. 27. That in all cases and at all times the 
military ought to be under strict subordination to, 
and control of, the civil power. 

Art. 28. That no soldier ought to be quartered 
in any house in time of peace without the consent 
of the owner, and in time of war in such manner 
only as the Legislature shall direct. 

Art. 29. That no person, except regular soldiers, 
mariners, and marines, in the service of this State, 
or militia when in actual service, ought in any case 
to be subject to, or punishable by, martial law. 

Art. 30. That the independency and uprightness 
of Judges are essential to the impartial administra- 
tion of justice, and a great security to the rights and 
liberties of the people ; wherefore the Judges shall 
not be removed, except for misbehaviour, on convic- 
tion in a court of law, or by the Governor, upon the 
address of the General Assembly ; provided^ that 
two-thirds of all the members of each House con- 
cur in such address. No Judge shall hold any other 
office, civil or military, or political trust or employ- 
ment of any kind whatsoever, under the Constitu- 
tion or Laws of this State, or of the United States, 
or any of them, or receive fees or perquisites of any 
kind for the discharge of his official duties. 

Art. 31. That a long continuance in the execu- 
tive departments of power or trust is dangerous to 
liberty, a rotation, therefore, in those departments 
is one of the best securities of permanent freedom. 

Art. 32. That no person ought to hold at the 
same time more than one office of profit, created by 
the Constitution or Laws of this State ; nor ought 
any person in public trust to receive any present 
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from any Foreign Prince, or State, or from the 
United States, or any of them, without the appro- 
bation of this State. 

Art. 33. That as it is the duty of every man to 
worship God in such manner as he thinks most ac- 
ceptable to Him, all persons are equally entitled to 
protection in their religious liberty, wherefore, no 
person ought, by any law, to be molested in his per- 
son or estate, on account of his religious persuasion 
or profession, or for his religious practice, unless 
under color of religion any man shall disturb the 
good order, peace, or safety of the State, or shall 
infringe the laws of morality, or injure others in 
their natural, civil, or religious rights ; nor ought any 
person to be compelled to frequent or maintain or 
contribute, unless on contract, to maintain any place 
of worship or any ministry ; nor shall any person be 
deemed incompetent as a witness or juror who be- 
lieves in the existence of a God, and that under his 
dispensation such person will be held morally ac- 
countable for his acts, and be rewarded or punished 
therefor, either in this world or the world to come. 

Art. 34. That no other test or qualification ought 
to be required, on admission to any office of trust or 
profit, than such oath of office as may be prescribed 
by this Constitution, or by the laws of the State, 
and a declaration of belief in the Christian religion; 
and if the party shall profess to be a Jew, the decla- 
ration shall be of his belief in a future state of re- 
wards and punishments. 

Art. 35. That every gift, sale or devise of land, 
to any minister, public teacher or preacher of the 
gospel, as such, or to any religious sect, order or 
denomination, or to or for the support, use or benefit 
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of, or in trust for any minister, public teacher, or 
preacher of the gospel, as such, or any religious 
sect, order or denomination, and every gift or sale 
of goods or chattels to go in succession, or to take 
place after the death of the seller or donor, to or 
for such support, use or benefit; and, also, every 
devise of goods or chattels, to or for the support, 
use or benefit of any minister, public teacher or 
preacher of the gospel, as such; or any religious 
sect, order or denomination, without the leave of 
the Legislature, shall be void ; except always, any 
sale, gift, lease or devise of any quantity of land, 
not exceeding five acres, for a church, meeting house 
or other house of worship, or parsonage, or for a 
burying ground, which shall be improved, enjoyed 
or used only for such purpose ; or such sale, gift, 
lease or devise shall be void. 

Art. 36. That the manner of administering an 
oath or affirmation to any person, ought to be such 
as those of the religious persuasion, profession or 
denomination of which he is a member, generally 
esteem the most effectual confirmation by the attes- 
tation of the Divine Being. 

Art. 37. That the city of Annapolis ought to 
have all its rights, privileges and benefits, agreeably 
to its charter, and the acts of Assembly confirm- 
ing and regulating the same; subject to such altera- 
tions as have been or as may be made by the Legis- 
lature. 

Art. 38. That the liberty of the press ought to 
be inviolably preserved. 

Art. 39. That monopolies are odious, contrary 
to the spirit of a free government and the principles 
of commerce, and ought not to be suffered. 
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Art. 40. That no title of nobility or hereditary 
honors ought to be granted in this State. 

Art. 41. That the Legislature ought to encourage 
the diffusion of knowledge and virtue, the promotion 
of literature, the arts, sciences, agriculture, com- 
merce and manufactures, and the general meliora- 
tion of the condition of the people. 

Art. 42. This enumeration of rights shall not be 
construed to impair or deny others retained by the 
people. 

Art. 43. That this Constitution shall not be al- 
tered, changed or abolished, except in the manner . 
therein prescribed and directed. 



THE CONSTITUTION. 



ARTICLE I. 

ELECTIVE FRANCHISE. 



Section 1. Every free white male person, of 
twenty-one years of age or upwards, who shall have 
been one year next preceding the election a resident 
of the State, and for six months a resident of 
the city of Baltimore, or of any comity in which 
he may offer to vote, and being at the time of the 
election a citizen of the United States, shall be en- 
titled to vote in the ward or election district in which 
he resides, in all elections hereafter to be held; and 
at all SDch elections the vote shall be taken by ballot. 
And in case any comity or city shall be so divided 
as to form portions of different electoral districts for 
the election of Congressmen, Senator, delegate, or 
other officer or officers, then to entitle a person to 
vote for such officer, he must have been a resident 
of that part of the county or city which shall form 
a part of the electoral district in which he offers to 
vote, for six months next preceding the election; 
but a person who shall have acquired a residence 
in such county or city entitling him to vote at any 
such election, shall be entitled to vote in the election 
district from which he removed, until he shall have 
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acquired a residence in the part of the county or 
city to which he has removed. 

Sec. 2. That if any person shall give, or offer to 
give, directly or indirectly, any bribe, present or re- 
ward, or any promise, or any security for the pay- 
ment or delivery of money or any other thing, to in- 
duce any voter to refrain from casting his vote, or 
forcibly to prevent him in any way from voting, or 
to obtain or procure a vote for any candidate or per- 
son proposed or voted for, as elector of President 
and Vice President of the United States, or Repre- 
sentative in Congress, or for any office of profit or 
trust created by the Constitution or laws of this 
State, or by the ordinances or authority of the 
Mayor and City Council of Baltimore, the person 
giving or offering to give, and the person receiving 
the same, and any person who gives or causes to be 
given an illegal vote, knowing it to be so, at any 
election to be hereafter held in this State, shall, on 
conviction in a court of law, in addition to the pen- 
alties now or hereafter to be imposed by law, be 
forever disqualified to hold any office of profit or 
trust, or to vote at any election thereafter. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the General As- 
sembly of Maryland to pass laws to punish with fine 
and imprisonment any person who shall remove into 
any election district or ward of the city of Balti- 
more, not for the purpose of acquiring a bona fide 
residence therein, but for the purpose of voting 
therein at an approaching election, or who shall vote 
in any election district or ward in which he does not 
reside, (except in the case provided for in the first 
article of the Constitution,) or shall, at the same 
election, vote in more than one election district or 



ward, or shall vote or offer to vote, in any name not 
his own, or in place of any other person of the same 
name, or shall vote in any county in which he does 
not reside. 

Sec. 4. Every person elected 6r appointed to any 
office of profit or trust under the Constitution or 
laws made pursuant thereto, before he shall enter 
upon the duties of such office shall take and sub 
scribe the following oath or affirmation: I, A. B., do 
swear (or affirm, as the case may be,) that I will 
support the constitution of the United States, and 
that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the 
State of Maryland, and support the Constitution 
and laws thereof; that I will to the best of my skill 
and judgment diligently and faithfully, without par- 
tiality or prejudice, execute the office of ac- 
cording to the Constitution and laws of this State, 
and that since the adoption of the present Consti- 
tution, I have not, in any manner, violated the pro- 
visions thereof in relation to bribery of voters or 
preventing legal or procuring illegal votes to be 
given; (and if a Governor, Senator, member of the 
House of Delegates, or Judge,) 'Hhat I will not di- 
rectly or indirectly receive the profits or any part of 
the profits of any other office during the time of my 

acting as ." And if any person elected or 

appointed to office as aforesaid, shall refuse or ne- 
glect to take the said oath or affirmation, he shall be 
considered as having refused to accept the said of- 
fice, and a new election or appointment shall be 
made as in case of refusal or resignation, and any 
person swearing or affirming falsely in the premises, 
shall, on conviction thereof in a court of law, incur 
the penalties for wilful and corrupt perjury, and be 
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thereafter incapable of Toting at any election, and 
also incapable of holding any office of profit or 
trust in this State. 

Sec. 5. That no person above the age of twenty- 
one years, convicted of larceny or other infamons 
crime, unless he shall be pardoned by the Execu- 
tive, shall ever thereafter be entitled to vote at any 
election in this State, and no person under guardian- 
ship as a lunatic, or as a person non compos mentis, 
shall be entitled to vote. 



ARTICLE II. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Section 1. The Executive power of the State 
shall be vested in a Governor, whose term of office 
shall commence on the second Wednesday of Jan- 
uary next ensuing his election, and continue for four 
years, and until his successor shall have qualified. 

Sec 2. The first election for Governor under this 
Constitution shall be held on the first Wednesday 
of November, in the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-three, and on the same day and month in every 
fourth year thereafter, at the places of voting for 
delegates to the General Assembly, and every per- 
son qualified to vote for delegates shall be qualified 
and entitled to vote for Governor ; the election to be 
held in the same manner as the election of delegates, 
and the returns thereof, under seal, to be addressed 
to the Speaker of the House of Delegates, and 
enclosed and transmitted to the Secretary of State, 
and deUvered to the said speaker at the commence- 



tnent of the session of the Legislature next ensuing 
said election. 

Sec. 3. The Speaker of the House of Delegates 
shall then open the said returns in the presence of 
both Houses, and the person having the highest 
number of votes, and being constitutionally eligible, 
shall be the Grovemor, and shall qualify in the man- 
ner herein prescribed, on the second Wednesday of 
January next ensuing his election, or as soon there- 
after as may be practicable. 

Sec. 4. If tvsro or more persons shall have the 
highest and an equal number of votes, one of them 
shall be chosen Governor by the Senate and House 
of Delegates ; and all questions in relation to the 
ehgibility of Grovemor, and to the returns of said 
election, and to the number and legality of votes 
therein given, shall be determined by the House of 
Delegates. And if the person, or persons, having 
the highest number of votes be ineligible, the Grov- 
emor shall be chosen by the Senate and House of 
Delegates. Every election of Governor, by the 
Legislature, shall be determined by a joint majority 
of the Senate and House of Delegates, and the vote 
shall be taken viva voce. But if two or more per- 
sons shall have the highest and an equal number of 
votes, then a second vote shall be taken, v^rhich shall 
be confined to the persons having an equal number ; 
and if the votes should again be equal, then Ihe elec- 
tion of Grovemor shall be determined by lot between 
those who shall have the highest and an equal num- 
ber on the first vote. 

Sec. 5. The State shall be divided into three dis- 
tricts ; St. Mary's, Charles, Calvert, Prince George's, 
Anne Arundel, Montgomery, and Howard counties, 
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and the city of Baltimore, to be the first ; the eight 
counties of the Eastern Shore to be the second ; 
and Baltimore, Harford, Frederick, Washington, 
Allegany and Carroll counties, to be the third. The 
Governor, elected from the third district in October 
last, shall continue in office during the term for which 
he was elected. The Governor shall be taken from 
the first district, at the first election of Governor 
under this Constitution ; from the second district at 
the second election, and from the third district at 
the third election, and in like manner, afterwards, 
from each district, in regular succession. 

Sec. 6. A person to be eligible to the office of 
Governor, must have attained the age of thirty years, 
and been for five years a citizen of the United 
States, and for five years next preceding his election 
a resident of the State, and for three years a resi- 
dent of the district from which he was elected. 

Sec. 7. In case of the death or resignation of the 
Governor, or of his removal from the State, the 
General Assembly, if in session, or if not, at their 
next session, shall elect some other qualified resident 
of the same district, to be the Governor for the resi- 
due of the term for which the said Governor had 
been elected. 

Sec. 8. In case of any vacancy in the office 
of Governor during the recess of the Legislature, 
the President of the Senate shall discharge the 
duties of said office till a Governor is elected as 
herein provided for ; and in case of the death or 
resignation of said President, or of his removal from 
the State, or of his refusal to serve, then the duties 
of said office shall, in like manner, and for the same 
interval, devolve upon the Speaker of the House of 



Delegates, and the Legislature may proyide by law 
for the case of impeachment or inability of the 
Grovemor, and declare what person shall perform 
the executive duties during such impeachment or 
inability; and for any vacancy in said office, not 
herein provided for, provision may be made by law, 
and if such vacancy should occur without such pro- 
vision being made, the Legislature shall be convened 
by the Secretary of State for the purpose of filling 
said vacancy. 

Sec. 9. The Governor shall be commander-in- 
chief of the land and naval forces of the State, and 
may call out the militia to repel invasions, suppress 
insurrections, and enforce the execution of the laws; 
but shall not take the command in person without 
the consent of the Legislature. 

Sec 10. He shall take care that the laws be fmth- 
fully executed. 

Sec. 11. He shall nominate, and by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, appoint all civil 
and military officers of the State, whose appoint- 
ment or election is not otherwise herein provided 
for, unless a different mode of appointment be pre- 
scribed by the law creating the office. 

Sec 12. In case of any vacancy during the re- 
cess of the Senate, in any office which the Gover- 
nor has power to fill, he shall appoint some suitable 
person to said office, whose commission shall con- 
tinue in force till the end of the next session of the 
Legislature, or till some other person is appointed 
to the same office, which ever shall first occur, and 
the nomination of the person thus appointed during 
the recess, or of some other person in his place, shall 
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he made to the Senate within thirty days after the 
next meeting of the Legislature. 

Sac. 13. No person, after being rejected by the 
Senate, shall be again nominated for the i^une office 
at tl^ same session, unless at the request of the 
Senate ; or be appomted to the same office during 
the recess of the Legislature. 

Sec, 14. All civil offices appointed by the Gover- 
nor and Senate, shaU be nominated to the Senate 
within fifty days from the conmiencement of each 
regular session of the Legislature; and their term 
of office shall commence on the first Monday of 
May next ensuing their appointment, and continue 
for two years (unless sooner removed from office) 
and until their successors, respectively, qualify ac- 
cording to law. 

Sec. 15. The Governor may suspend or arrest 
any military officer of the State, for disobedience of 
orders, or other military offence, and may remove 
him in pursuance of the sentence of a court-martial; 
and may remove for incompetency or misconduct, 
all civil officers who receive appointments from the 
executive for a term not exceeding two years. 

Sec. 16. The Grovemor may convene the Legis- 
lature, or the Senate alone, on extraordinary occa- 
sions ; and whenever, from the presence of an ene- 
my or from any other cause, the seat of government 
shall become an unsafe place for the meeting of the 
Legislature, he may direct their sessions to be held 
at some other convenient place. 

Sec. 17. It shall be the duty of the Governor 
semi-annually, and oftener if he deem it expedient, 
to examine the bank-book, account books, and offi- 
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cial proceedings of the Treasurer and Comptroller 
of the State. 

Sec. 18. He shall, from time to time, inform the 
Legislatm*e of the condition of the State, and re- 
commend to their consideration such measures as 
he may judge necessary and expedient. 

Sec. 19. He shall have power to grant reprieves 
and pardons, Except in cases of impeachment, and 
in cases in which he is prohibited by other articles 
of this Constitution, and to remit fines and forfeit- 
ures for ofiences against the State; but shall not 
remit the principal or interest of any debt due to 
the State, except in cases of fines and forfeitures ; 
and before granting a nolle prosequi, or pardon, he 
shall give notice, in one or more newspapers, of the 
application made for it, and of the day on or after 
which his decision wiU be given; and in every case 
in which he exercises this power, he shall report 
to either branch of the Legislature, whenever re- 
quired, the petitions, reconunendations and reasons 
which influence his decision. 

Sec. 20. The Governor shall reside at the seat 
of Government, and shall receive for his services an 
annual salary of thirty-six hundred dollars. 

Sec. 21. When the pubUc interest requires it, he 
shall have power to employ counsel, who shall be 
entitled to such compensation as the Legislature 
may allow in each case after the services of such 
counsel shall have been performed. 

Sec 22. A Secretary of State shall be appointed 
by the Crovemor, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, who shall continue in office, un- 
less sooner removed by the Governor, till the end 
of the official term of the Grovemor iSrom whom he 
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received his apppointment, and shall receive an an- 
nual salary of one thousand dollars. 

Sec. 23. He shall carefully keep and preserve a 
record of all official acts and proceedings, (which 
may, at all times, be inspected by a Committee of 
either branch of the Legislature,) and shall perform 
such other duties as may be prescribed by law, or 
as may properly belong to his office. 



ARTICLE III. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Section 1. The Legislature shall consist of two 
distinct branches, a Senate and a House of Dele- 
gates, which shall be styled " The General Assem- 
bly of Maryland.'' 

Sec. 2. Every county of the State, and the city 
of Baltimore, shall be entitled to elect one Senator, 
who shall be elected by the quaUfied voters of the 
counties and city of Baltimore, respectively, and 
who shall serve for four years from the day of their 
election. 

Sec. 3. The Legislature at its first session after 
the returns of the national census of eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty are published, and in like manner 
after each subsequent census, shall apportion the 
members of the House of Delegates among the 
several counties of the State, according to the pop- 
ulation of each, and shall always allow to the city 
of Baltimore four more delegates than are allowed 
to the most populous county, but no county shall be 
entitled to less than two members, nor shall the 



whole number of delegates ever exceed eigkty, or 
be less than sixty-fire ; and m^ the apportkmm^Ml 
is made mid» the census of ei^leen hundred and 
sixty ; St Mary^s county shaH be entitled to two 
delegates ; Kent, two ; Anne Arundel, t^ee ; Cal- 
vert, two; Charles, two; Baltimore county, six; Tal- 
bot, two ; Somerset, four ; Dorchester, three ; Cecil, 
three ; Prince George^s, three ; Queen Anne's, two ; 
Worcester, three ; Frederick, six ; Harford, three ; 
Caroline, two ; Baltimore city, ten ; Washington, 
five ; Montgomery, two ; AUegany, four ; Carroll, 
three, and Howard, two. 

Sec. 4. The members of the House of Delegates 
shall be elected by the qualified voters of the coun- 
ties and city of Baltimore respectively, to serve for 
two years fit>m the day of their election. 

Sfic. 5. The first election lor delegates shall take 
place on the first Wednesday of November, eighte^a 
hundred and fifty-one; and the elections for dele- 
gates, and for one-half of the Senators, as nearly as 
practicable, shall be held on the same day in every 
second year thereafter, but an election for senators 
shall be held in the year eighteen hundred aad fifty- 
one, in Howard county, and all those counties in 
which senators were elected in the year ei^teen 
hundred and forty-six. 

Sec. 6. Immediately after the Senate shall have 
conv^ded after the first electicHDi under this Ccmstitu- 
tion, the senators shall be divided, by lot, mto two 
classes, as nearly equal in number as onay be — the 
senators of the &*st class shall go out of office at the 
exi»ration of two years, and senators shall be elected 
on the first Wednesday of Novembw, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-three, for the term of four yearsy to sup- 



ply their places ; so that, after the first eleotioD, one- 
half of the senators may be chosen every second year ; 
provided, that in no case shall any senator be placed 
in a class which shall entitle him to serve fcM* a lon- 
ger term than that for which he was elected. In 
case the number of senators be hereafter increased, 
such classificatimt of the additional senators shall 
be made as to preserve as nearly as may be an equal 
number in each class. 

Sec. 7. The General Assembly shall m^ on the 
first Wednesday of January, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-two, on the same day, in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-three, and on the same day in the year 
eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and on the ^ime day 
in every second year thereafter, and at no other 
time unless convened by the proclamation of the 
Governor. 

Sec. 8. The General Assembly may continue 
their first two sessions after the adoption of this 
Constitution, as long as, in the opinion of the two 
Houses, the pubUc mterests may require it, but all 
subsequent regular sessions of the General Assembly 
shall be closed on the tenth day of March next 
ei^uing the time of their commencement, unless the 
same shall be closed at an earlier day by the agree- 
ment of the two Houses. 

Sec. 9. No person shall be eligible as a senator or 
delegate who, at the time of his election, is not a 
citizen of the United States, and who has not resided 
at least three years next preceding the day of his 
election in this State, and the last year thereof in 
the county or city which he may be chosen to repre- 
sent^ if such county or city shall have been so long 
established, and if not, then in the county from which, 
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in whole or in part, the same may have been formed ; 
nor shall any person be eligible as a senator unless 
he shall have attained the age of twenty-five years, 
nor as a delegate unless he shall have attained the 
age of twenty-one years at the time of his election. 

Sec. 10. No member of Congress, or persons hold- 
ing any civil or military office under the United 
States, shall be eligible as a senator or delegate ; 
and if any person shall, after his election as a sena- 
tor or delegate, be elected to Congress, or be ap- 
pointed to any office, civil or military, under the 
government of the United States, his acceptance 
thereof shall vacate his seat. 

Sec. 11. No Minister or Preacher of the Gospel, 
of any denomination, and no person holding any civil 
office of profit or trust under this State, except justices 
of the peace, shall be eligible as senator or delegate. 

Sec 12. Each House shall be judge of the quali- 
fications and elections of its members, subject to the 
laws of the State — appoint its own officers, deter- 
mine the rules of its own proceedings, punish a 
member for disorderly or disrespectful behaviour, 
and with the consent of two-thirds, expel a mem- 
ber ; but no member shall be expelled a second time 
for the same ofience. 

Sec. 13. A majority of each House shall consti- 
tute a quorum for the transaction of business, but a 
smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and 
compel the attendance of absent members in such 
manner and under such penalties as each House 
may prescribe. 

Sec. 14. The doors of each House and of com- 
mittees of the whole shall be open, except when the 
business is such as ought to be kept secret. 
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Sec. 15. Each House shall keep a journal of its 
proceedmgs, and cause the same to be published. 
The yeas and nays of members on any question shall, 
at the call of any five of them, in thtf House of 
Delegates, or one in the Senate, be entered on the 
journal. 

Sec 16. Neither House shall, without the consent 
of the other, adjourn for more than three days ; no 
to any other place than that in which the House 
shall be sitting, without the concurrent vote of two- 
thirds of the members present. 

Sec. 17. The style of all laws of this State shall 
be, "Be it enacted by the General Assembly of 
Maryland,'' and all laws shall be passed by original 
bill, and every law enacted by the Legislature shall 
embrace but one subject, and that shall be described 
in the title, and no law or section of law shall be 
revived, amended or repealed by reference to its 
title or section only ; and it shall be the duty of the 
Legislature, at the first session after the adoption of 
this constitution, to appoint two commissioners learn- 
ed in the law, to revise and codify the laws of this 
State ; and the said commissioners shall report the 
said code, so formed, to the Legislature, within a 
time to be by it determined for its approval, amend- 
ment, or rejection ; and, if adopted after the revision 
and codification of the said laws, it shall be the duty 
of the Legislature, in amending any article or sec- 
tion thereof, to enact the same as the said article or 
section would read when amended. And whenever 
the Legislature shall enact any public general law, 
not amendatory of any section or article in the said 
code, it shall be the duty of the Legislature to enact 
the same in articles and sections, in the same man- 
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ner as the said code may be arranged ; and to pro- 
yide for the publication of all additions and alt^^- 
tions which may be made to the said code, and it 
shall also be the duty of the Legislature to appoint 
<me or more commissioners learned in the law, whose 
duty it shall be to revise, simplify, and abridge the 
rules of practice, pleadings, forms of conveyancing, 
and proceedings of the Courts of record, in this 
State. 

Sec. 18. Any bill may originate in either House 
of the General Assembly, and be altered, amended 
or rejected by the other, but no bill shall originate 
in either House during the last three days of the 
session, or become a law, until it be read on three 
different days of the session in each House, unless 
three-fourths of the members of the House, where 
such bill is pending, shall so determine. 

Sec. 19. No bill shall become a law unless it be 
passed in each House by a majority of the whole 
number of members elected, and on its final passage 
the ayes and noes be recorded. 

Sec. 20. No money shall be drawn from the Trea- 
sury of the State, except in accordance with an ap- 
propriation made by law, and every such law shall 
distinctly specify the sum appropriated, and the ob- 
ject to which it shall be applied, provided that no- 
thing herein contained shall prevent the Legislature 
from placing a contingent fund at the disposal of 
the Executive, who shall report to the Legislature 
at each session the amount expended and the pur- 
poses to which it was applied; an accurate statement 
of the receipts and expenditures of the public money 
shall be attached to and published with the laws 
after each regular session of the General Assembly. 
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Sec. 21. No divorce shall be granted by the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

Sec. 22. No debt shall hereafter be contracted by 
the Legislature, unless such debt shall be authorized 
by a law providing for the collection of an annual tax 
or taxes sufficient to pay the interest on such debt 
as it falls due, and also to discharge the principal 
thereof within fifteen years from the time of con- 
tracting the same, and the taxes laid for this pur- 
pose shall not -be repealed or applied to any other 
object until the said debt and the interest thereon 
shall be fully discharged, and the amount of debts 
so contracted and remaining unpaid shall never ex- 
ceed one hundred thousand dollars. The credit of 
the State shall not, in any mani^r, be given or 
loaned to or in aid of any individual, association or 
corporation, nor shall the General Assembly have 
the power, in any mode, to involve the State in the 
construction of works of internal improvement, or 
in any enterprize which shall involve the faith or 
credit of the State, or make any appropriations 
therefor. And they shall not use or appropriate the 
proceeds of the internal improvement companies, or 
of the State Tax now levied, or which may here- 
after be levied, to pay off the pubUc debt, to any 
other purpose, until the interest and debt are fully 
paid, or the sinking fund shall be equal to the amount 
of the outstanding debt; but the Legislature may, 
without laying a tax, borrow an amount never to 
exceed fifty thousand dollars, to meet temporary de- 
ficiencies in the Treasury, and may contract debts 
to any amount that may be necessary for the de- 
fence of the State. 

Sec. 23. No extra compensation shall be granted 
5 
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or allowed by the General Assembly to any public 
officer, agent, servant or contractor, after the ser- 
vices shall have been rendered or the contract en- 
tered into. Nor shall the salary or compensation 
of any public officer be increased or diminished dur- 
ing his term of office. 

Sec. 24. No Senator or Delegate, after qualifying 
as such, shall, during the term for which he was 
elected, be eligible to any office which shall have 
been created, or the salary or profits of which shall 
have been increased during such term, or shall, dur- 
ing said term, hold any office or receive the salary 
or profits of any office, under the appointment of 
the Executive or Legislature. 

Sec. 25. Each House may punish by imprison- 
ment, during the session of the General Assembly, 
any person not a member, for disrespectful or dis- 
orderly behaviour in its presence, or for obstructing 
any of its proceedings or any of its officers in the 
execution of their duties ; provided^ such imprison- 
ment shall not, at any one time, exceed ten days. 

Sec. 26. The members of each House shall, in 
all cases, except treason, felony, or other criminal 
offence, be privileged from arrest during their attend- 
ance at the session of the General Assembly, and 
in going to and returning from the same, allowing 
one day for every thirty miles such member may 
reside from the place at which the General Assem- 
bly is convened. 

Sec. 27. No Senator or Delegate shall be liable, 
in any civil action or criminal prosecution whatever, 
for words spoken in debate. 

Sec. 28. The House of Delegates may inquhre, 
on the oath of witnesses, into all complaints, griev- 
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ances and offences, as the Grand Inquest of the 
State, and may commit any person for any crime to 
the public jail, there to remain until discharged by 
due course of law — they may examine and pass all 
accounts of the State, relating either in the collec- 
tion or expenditure of the revenue, and appoint au- 
ditors to state and adjust the same — ^they may call 
for all pubUc or official papers, and records, and 
send for persons whom they may judge necessary 
in the course of their inquiries concerning affairs 
relating to the public interest, and may direct all 
office bonds which shall be made payable to the 
State, to be sued for any breach of duty. 

Sec. 29. In case of death, disqualification, resig- 
nation, refusal to act, expulsion or removal from the 
county or city for which he shall have been elected, 
of any person who shall have been chosen as a dele- 
gate or senator, or in case of a tie between two or 
more such qualified persons, a warrant of election 
shall be issued by the Speaker of the House of 
Delegates or President of the Senate, as the case 
may be, for the election of another person in his 
place, of which election, not less than ten days no- 
tice shall be given, exclusive of the day of the pub- 
lication of the notice and of the day of election ; 
and in case of such resignation or refusal to act, 
being communicated in writing, to the Governor, by 
the person making it, or if such death occur dur- 
ing the legislative recess and more than ten days 
before its termination, it shall be the duty of the 
Governor to issue a warrant of election to supply 
the vacancy thus created in the same manner that 
the said Speaker or President might have done dur- 
ing the session of the Legislature ; provided, how- 
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ever, that unless a meeting of the General Assem- 
bly may intervene, the election thus ordered to fill 
such vacancy shall be held on the day of the ensu- 
ing election for delegates and senators. 

Sec. 30. The Senators and Delegates shall re- 
ceive a per diem of four dollars, and such mileage 
as may be allowed by law, and the presiding officer 
of each House shall be allowed an addition of one 
dollar per day. No book or other printed matter 
not appertaining to the business of the session, shall 
be purchased or subscribed for, for the use of the 
members or be distributed among them, at the pub- 
lic expense. 

Sec. 31. No law passed by the General Assem- 
bly shall take effect until the first day of June next 
after the session at which it may be passed, unless 
it be otherwise expressly declared therein. 

Sec. 32. No law shstU be passed creating the of- 
fice of Attorney General. 

Sec. 33. The General Assembly shall have full 
power to exclude from the privilege of voting at 
elections, or of holding any civil or military office in 
this State, any person who may thereafter be con- 
victed of perjury, bribery, or other felony, unless 
such person shall have been pardoned by the Exe- 
cutive. 

Sec. 34. Every bill, when passed by the General 
Assembly, and sealed with the Great Seal, shall be 
presented to the Governor, who shall sign the same 
in the presence of the presiding officers and chief 
clerits of the Senate and House of Delegates. 
Every law shall be recorded in the office of the 
Court of Appeals, and in due time be printed, pub- 
lished and certified under the great seal to the sev- 



eral courts in the same manner as has been hereto- 
fore usual in this State. 

Sec. 35. No person who may hereafter be a col- 
lector, receiver or holder of public moneys, shall be 
eligible as Senator or Delegate, or to any office of 
profit or trust under this State, until he shall have 
accounted for and paid into the treasury all sums on 
the books thereof, charged to and due by him. 

Sec. 36. Any citizen of this State who shall, after 
the adoption of this Constitution, either in or out of 
this State, fight a duel with deadly weapons, or send 
or accept a challenge so to do, or who shall act as 
second, or knowingly aid or assist in any manner 
those thus offending, shall ever thereafter be inca- 
pable of holding any office of trust or profit under 
this State. 

Sec. 37. No lottery grant shall ever hereafter be 
authorized by the Legislature. 

Sec. 38. The General Assembly shall pass laws 
necessary to protect the property of the wife, from 
the debts of the husband during her life, and for 
securing the same to her issue after her death. 

Sec. 39. Laws shall be passed by the Legislature 
to protect from execution a reasonable amount of 
the property of a debtor, not exceeding in value the 
sum of five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 40. The Legislature shall, at its first ses- 
sion after the adoption of this Constitution, adopt 
some simple and uniform system of charges in the 
offices of clerks of courts and registers of wills in 
the counties of this State and the city of Baltimore, 
and for the collection thereof; provided, the amount 
of compensation to any of said officers shall not 
exceed the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars a 
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year, over and above office expenses, and compen- 
sation to assistants; and provided, further, that 
such compensation of clerks, registers, assistants 
and office expenses, shall always be paid out of the 
fees or receipts of the offices respectively. 

Sec. 41. The House of Delegates shall have the 
sole power of impeachment in allcases, but a majority 
of all the members must concur in an impeachment; 
all impeachments shall be tried by the Senate, and 
when sitting for that purpo.se they shall be on oath 
or affirmation to do justice according to the law and 
evidence, but no person shall be convicted without 
the concurrence of two-thirds of all the senators. 

Sec. 42. That it shall be the duty of the Legisla- 
ture so soon as the public debt shall have been fully 
paid off, to cause to be transferred to the several 
counties and the city of Baltimore, stock in the in- 
ternal improvement companies, equal to the amount 
respectively paid by each towards the erection and 
completion of said works, at the then market value 
of said stock. 

Se(;. 43. The Legislature shall not pass any law 
abolishing the relation of master or slave, as it now 
exists in this State. 

Sec 44. No person shall be imprisoned for debt. 
Sec. 45. The Legislature hereafter shall grant 
no charter for banking purposes or renew any bank- 
ing corporation now in existence, except upon the * 
condition that the stockholders and directors shall 
be liable to the amount of their respective share or 
shares of stock in such banking institution for all its 
debts and liabilities upon note, bill or otherwise; 
ami upon the further condition that no director or 
other officer of said corporation shall borrow any 
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money from said corporation; and if any director 
or other officer shall be convicted upon indictment 
of directly or indirectly violating this article, he 
shall be punished by fine or imprisonment at the 
discretion of the Court. All banks shall be open to 
inspection of their books, papers and accounts, 
under such regulations as may be prescribed by 
law. 

Sec. 46. The Legislature shall enact no law au- 
thorizing private property to be taken for public use 
without just compensation as agreed upon between 
the parties or awarded by a jury, being first paid or 
tendered to the party entitled to such compensa- 
tion. 

Sec. 47. Corporations may be formed under gen- 
eral laws, but shall not be created by special act, 
except for municipal purposes, and in cases where, 
in the judgment of the Legislature, the object of the 
corporation cannot be attained under general laws. 
All laws and special acts pursuant to this section 
may be altered from time to time, or repealed; pro- 
vided nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
alter, change or amend in any manner the article in 
relation to Banks. 

Sec. 48. The Legislature shall make provision 
for all cases of contested elections of any of the offi- 
cers not herein provided for. 

Sec. 49. That the rate of interest in this State shall 
not exceed six per cent, per annum, and no higher 
rate shall be taken or demanded, and the Legisla- 
ture shall provide, by law, all necessary forfeitures 
and penalties against usury. 
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ARTIC LE I V 



JUDICIARY DEPARTMENT. 

Section 1. The Judicial power of this State 
shall be vested in a Court of Appeals^ in Circmt 
Courts, in such Courts for the city of Baltimore as 
may be hereinafter prescribed, and in Justices of 
the Peace. 

Sec, % The Court of Appeals shall have appel- 
late jurisdiction only^ which shall be co-extensive 
with the limits of the State It shaU consist of a 
chief justice and three associate justices, any three 
of whom shall form a quorum, whose judgment shall 
be final and conclusive in all cases of appeals; and 
who shall have the jurisdiction which the present 
Court of Appeals of this State now has, and such 
other appellate Jurisdiction as hereafter may be pro- 
vided for by law. And in every case decided, an 
opinion, in writing, sliall be filed^ and provision shall 
be made, by lavv^ tor publishing reports of cases 
argued and determined in the said court. The 
Governor, for the time being, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, shall designate the chief 
justice, and the Court of Appeals shall hold its ses- 
sions at the city of Annapohs, on the first Monday 
of June, and the first Monday of December, in each 
and every year. 

Sec. 3. The Court of Appeals shall appoint its 
own clerk, who shall hold his office for six years, 
and may be re-appointed at the end thereof; he 
shall be subject to removal by the said court for 
incompetency, neglect of duty, misdemeanor in office. 
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and for such other causes as may be prescribed 
by law. 

Sec. 4. The State shall be divided into four Judi- 
cial districts : Allegany, Washington, Frederick, Car- 
roll, Baltimore and Harford counties, shall compose 
the first ; Montgomery, Howard, Anne Arundel, 
Calvert, St. Mary's, Charles and Prince George's, 
the second ; Baltimore city, the third ; and Cecil, 
Kent, Queen Anne's, Talbot, Caroline, Dorchester, 
Somerset and Worcester, shall compose the fourth 
district. And one person from among those learned 
in the law, having been admitted to practice in thig 
State, and who shall have been a citizen of this State 
at least five years, and above the age of thirty years 
at the time of his election, and a resident of the 
judicial district, shall be elected from each of said 
districts by the legal and qualified voters therein, 
as a judge of the said Court of Appeals, who shall 
hold his office for the term of ten years from the 
time of his election, or until he shall have attained 
the age of seventy years, which ever may first happen, 
and be re-ehgible thereto until he shall have attained 
the age of seventy years, and not after, subject to 
removal for incompetency, wilful neglect of duty or 
misbehaviour in office, on conviction in a court of 
law, or by the Governor upon the address of the 
General Assembly, two-thirds of the members of 
each House concurring in such address ; and the 
salary of each of the Judges of the Court of Ap- 
peals shall be two thousand five hundred dollars 
annually, and shall not be increased or diminished 
during their continuance in office ; and no fees or 
perquisites of any kind, shall be allowed by law to 
any of the said judges. 
6 
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Sec. 5. No Judge of the Court of Appeals shall 
sit in any case wherein he may be interested, or 
where either of the parties may be connected with 
him by affinity or consanguinity within such degrees 
as may be prescribed by law, or when he shall have 
been of counsel in said case ; when the Court of 
Appeals, or any of its members shall be thus dis- 
qualified to hear and determine any case or cases in 
said court, so that by reason thereof no judgment 
can be rendered in said court, the same shall be cer- 
tified to the Governor of the State^ who shall imme- 
diately commission the requisite number of persons 
learned in the law for the trial and determination of 
said case or cases. 

Sec. G. All Judj^es of the Court of Appeals, of 
the Circuit Courts, and of the Courts for the city of 
Baltiniore, shall, by virtue of their offices, be con- 
servators of the peace throughout the State. 

Sec. 7* All public commissions and grants shall 
run thus: ^^The State of Marvland '' Slc, and shall 
be signed by the Governor, with the seal of the 
State annexed; all writs and process shall run in 
the same style, and be tested, sealed and signed as 
usual; and all indictments shall conclude ^^ against 
the peace, government and dignity of the State." 

Sec. 8. The State shall be divided into eight Ju- 
dicial Circuits, in manner and form following, to 
wit : St* Mary's, Charles and Prince George's coun- 
ties shall he the first; Anne Arundel, Howard, Cal- 
vert and Montgomery counties shall be the second 5 
Frederick and Carroll counties shall be the third; 
Washington and Allegany counties shall be the 
fourth, Baltimore city shall be the fifth; Baltimore, 
Harford and Cecil counties shall be the sixth; Kent, 
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Qrueen Anne's, Talbot and Caroline counties shall 
be the seventh; and Dorchester, Somerset and 
Worcester counties shall be the eighth ; and there 
shall be elected as hereinafter directed for each of 
the said Judicial Circuits, except the fifth, one per- 
son from among those learned in the law, having 
been admitted to practice in this State, and who 
shall have been a citizen of this State at least five 
years, and above the age of thirty years at the time 
of his election, and a resident of the Judicial Cir- 
cuit to be Judge thereof; the said Judges shall be 
styled Circuit Judges, and shall respectively hold a 
term of their courts at least twice in each year, or 
oftener if required by law, in each county compos- 
ing their respective circuits; and the said courts 
shall be called Circuit Courts for the county in which 
they may be held, and shall have and exercise in the 
several counties of this State, all the power, autho- 
rity and jurisdiction which the county courts of this 
State now have and exercise, or which may here- 
after be prescribed by law, and the said Judges in 
their respective circuits, shall have and exercise all 
the power, authority and jurisdiction of the present 
Court of Chancery of Maryland ; Provided^ never- 
theless, that Baltimore county court may hold its 
sittings within the limits of the city of Baltimore, 
until provision shall be made by law for the location 
of a county seat within the limits of the said county 
proper, and 'the erection of a court house and all 
other appropriate buildings^ for the convenient ad- 
ministration of justice in said court. 

Sec. 9. The judgesof the several judicial circuits 
shall be citizens of the United States, and shall have 
resided five years in this State, and two years in 
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the judicial circuit for which they may be respec- 
tively electecli next before the time of their election, 
and shall reside therein while they continue to act as 
judges ; they shall be taken from among those who 
having the other qualifications herein prescribed, 
are most distinguished for integrity, wisdom and 
sound legal knowledge, and shall be elected by the 
qualified voters of the said circuits, and shall hold 
their offices for the term of ten years, removable 
for niisbehaviour, on conviction in a court of law or 
by the Governor, upon the address of the General 
Assembly, provided that twot birds of the members 
of each House shall concur in such address, and the 
said judges shall each receive a salary of two thou- 
sand dollars a year, and the same shall not be in- 
creased or diminished during the time of their con- 
tinuance in office; and no judge of any court in this 
State, shall receive any perquisite, fee, commission 
or reward, in addition thereto, for the performance 
of any judicial duty. 

Sec. 10. There shall be established for the city of 
Baltimore one court of law, to be styled '■Hhe Court 
of Common Pleas,'- which shall have civil jurisdic- 
tion in all suits where the debt or damage claimed 
shall be over one hundred dollars, and shall not ex- 
ceed five hundred dollars ; and shall, also, have juris- 
diction in all cases of appeal from the judgment of 
justices of the peace in the said city, and shall have 
jurisdiction in all applications for the bl^nefit of the 
insolvent laws of this State, and the supervision and 
control of the trustees thereof 

Sec. 1L There shall also be established, for the 
city of Baltimore, anotlier court of law, to be styled 
the Superior Court of Baltimore city, which shall 
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have jurisdiction over all suits where the debt or 
damage claimed shall exceed the sum of five hun- 
dred dollars, and in case any plaintiff* or plaintiffs 
shall recover less than the sum or value of five hun- 
dred dollars, he or they shall be allowed or adjudged 
to pay costs in the discretion of the court. The 
said court shall also have jurisdiction as a court of 
equity within the limits of the said city, and in all 
other civil cases which have not been heretofore as- 
signed to the court of common pleas. 

Sec. 12. Each of the said two courts shall consist 
of one judge, who shall be elected by the legal and 
qualified voters of the said city, and shall hold his 
office for the term often years, subject to the provi- 
sions of this Constitution, with regard to the elec- 
tion and qualification of judges and their removal 
from office, and the salary of each of the said judges 
shall be twenty-five hundred dollars a year; and the 
Legislature shall, whenever it may think the same 
proper and expedient, provide, by law, another court 
for the city of Baltimore, to consist of one judge to 
be elected by the qualified voters of the said city, 
who shall be subject to the same constitutional pro- 
visions, hold his office for the same term of years, 
and receive the same compensation as the judge of 
the court of Common Pleas of the said city, and the 
said court shall have such jurisdiction and powers 
as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 13. There shall also be a criminal court for 
the city of Baltimore, to be styled the Criminal Court 
of Baltimore, which shall consist of one judge, who 
shall also be elected by the legal and qualified voters 
of the said city, and who shall have and exercise all 
the jurisdiction now exercised by Baltimore city 
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Court, and the said judge shall receive a salary of 
two thousand dollars a year and shall be subject to 
the provisions of tins Constitution v^ith regard to the 
election and qualifications of judges, term of office, 
and removal therefrom. 

Sec. 14. There shall be in each county a clerk of 
the Circuit Court, who shall be elected by the quali- 
fied voters of each county^ and the person receiving 
the greatest number of votes shall be declared and 
returned duly elected clerk of said Circuit Court 
for the said county, and shall hold his office for the 
term of six years from the time of his election, and 
until a new election is held ; shall be re-ehgible thereto, 
and subject to removal for wilful neglect of duty, or 
other misdemeanor in office, on conviction in a court 
of law. There shall also be a clerk of the Court of 
Common Pleas in Baltimore city, and a clerk of the 
Superior Court of Baltimore city, and there shall 
also be a clerk of the Criminal Court of Baltimore 
city, and each of said clerks shall be elected as 
aforesaid by the qualified voters of the city of Bal- 
timore, and shall hold his office for six years from 
the time of his election, and until a new election is 
held, and be re-eligible thereto^ subject, in like man- 
ner, to be removed tor wilful neglect of duty or other 
misdemeanor in office, on conviction in a court of 
law. In case of a vacancy in the office of a clerk, 
the judge or judges of the court, of which he was 
clerk, shall have the power to appoint a clerk until 
the general election of delegates held next thereafter, 
when a clerk shall be elected to fill such vacancy. 

Sec. 15. The clerk of the Court of Common 
Pleas for Baltimore city, shall have authority to 
issue within the said city, all marriage and other 
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licenses required by law, subject to such provisions 
as the Legislature shall hereafter prescribe ; and the 
clerk of the Superior Court for said city, shall have 
the custody of all deeds, conveyances, and other 
papers now remaining in the office of the clerk of 
Baltimore county court, and shall hereafter receive 
and record all deeds, conveyances, and other papers 
which are required by law to be recorded in said 
city. He shall also have the custody of all other 
papers connected with the proceedings on the law 
or equity side of Baltimore county court, and of the 
dockets thereof, so far as the same have relation to 
Baltimore city. 

Sec. 16. That the Clerk of the Court of Appeals, 
and the. Clerks of the Circuit Courts in the several 
counties, shall respectively perform all the duties and 
be entitled to the fees which appertain to the offices 
of the Clerks of Court of Appeals for the Eastern 
and Western Shores and of the Clerks of County 
Courts, and the Clerks of the Court of Common 
Pleas, the Superior Court, and the Criminal Court 
for Baltimore City, shall perform all the duties ap- 
pertaining to their respective offices, and heretofore 
vested in the Clerks of Baltimore County Court and 
Baltimore City Court respectively, and be entitled 
to all the fees now allowed by law ; and all laws re- 
lating to the Clerks of Court of Appeal, Clerks of 
the several County Courts and Baltimore City Court, 
shall be applicable to the Clerks respectively of the 
Clerk of Court of Appeals, the Circuit Courts, the 
Court of Common Pleas, the Superior Court, and 
the Criminal Court of Baltimore City, until other- 
wise provided by law; and the said Clerks, when 
duly elected and qualified according to law, shall 
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have the charge and custody of the records and 
other papers belontiring to their respective offices. 

Sec. 17, Tlie qualified voters of the city of Bal- 
timore, and of the several counties of the State, 
shall, on the first Wednesday of November, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-one, and on tlie same day of the 
same month in every fourth year forever thereafter, 
elect three men to be Judges of the Orphans^ Court 
of said city and counties res[iectively, who shall be 
citizens of the State of Maryland, and citizens of 
the city or county for which they may be severally 
elected at the time of their election. They shall 
have all the powers now vested in the Orphans' 
Courts of this State, subject to such changes therein 
as the Legislature may prescribe, and each of said 
Judges shall be paid at a per diem rate, for the 
time they are in session, to be fixed by the Legis- 
lature, and paid by the said counties and city re- 
spectively. 

Sec. 18, There shall be a Register of Wills m 
each county of the State, and in the city of Balti- 
more, to be elected by the legal and qualified voters 
of said counties and city respectively, who shall hold 
his office tor six years from the time of his election, 
and until a new election shall take place, and be re- 
eligible thereto, subject to be removed for wilful ne- 
glect of duty, or misdemeanor in office, in the same 
manner that the clerks of the county courts are re- 
movable. In ttie event of any vacancy in the office 
of Register of Wills, said vacancy shall be filled 
by the Judges of the Orphans^ Court mitil the gen- 
eral election next thereafter for Delegates to the 
General Assembly, when a Register shall be elected 
to fill such vacancy. 
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Sec. 19. The Legislature at its first session after 
the adoption of this Constitution, shall fix the num- 
ber of Justices of the Peace and Constables for 
each ward of the city of Baltimore, and for each 
election district in the several counties, who shall 
be elected by the legal and qualified voters thereof 
respectively, at the next general election for dele- 
gates thereafter, and shall hold their offices for two 
years from the time of their election, and until their 
successors in office are elected and qualified ; and 
the Legislature may, from time to time, increase or 
diminish the number of Justices of the Peace and 
Constables to be elected in the several wards and 
election districts, as the wants and interests of the 
people may require. They shall be, by virtue of 
their offices, conservators of the peace in the said 
counties and city respectively, and shall have such 
duties and compensation as now exist, or may be 
provided for by law. In the event of a vacancy in 
the office of a Justice of the Peace, the Governor 
shall appoint a person to serve as Justice of the 
Peace, until the next regular election of said offi- 
cers, and in case of a vacancy in the office of Con- 
stable, the County Commissioners of the county, in 
which a vacancy may occur, or the Mayor and City 
Council of Baltimore, as the case may be, shall ap- 
point a person to serve as Constable until the next 
regular election thereafter for said officers. An ap- 
peal shall lie in all civil cases from the judgment of 
a Justice of the Peace to the Circuit Court, or to 
the Court of Common Pleas of Baltimore city, as 
the case may be, and on all such appeals, either 
party shall be entitled to a trial by jury, according 
to the laws now existing, or which may be hereafter 
7 
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enactexl. And the Mayor and City Council may 
provide, by ordinance, from time to time, for the 
creation and government of such temporary addi- 
tional police, as they may deem necessary to pre- 
serve the public peace. 

Sec. 20. There shall be elected in each county 
and in the city of Baltimore, every second year two 
persons for the office of sherifl'for each county, and 
two for the said city, the one of whom having the 
highest number of votes of the qualified voters of 
said county or city, or if both have an equal num- 
ber, either of theni, at the discretion of the Gover- 
nor, to be commissioned by the Governor for the 
said oflice-j and, having served for two years, such 
person shall be ineligible for the two years next suc- 
ceeding; bond with security, to be taken every year, 
and no sheriff shall be qualified to act before the same 
be given. In ease of death, refusal, disqualification 
or removal out of the county, before the expiration 
of the said two years, the other person chosen as 
aforesaid, shall be commissioned by the Governor 
to execute the said office for the residue of the said 
two years, the said person giving bond with security 
as aforesaid. No person shall be eligible to the of- 
fice of sheriff but a resident of such county or city 
respectively, who shall have been a citizen of this 
State at least five years preceding his election, and 
above the age of twenty -one years. The two can- 
didates, properly qualified, having the highest num- 
ber of legal ballots, shall be declared duly elected 
for the office of sheriff for such county or city, and 
returned to the Governor, with a certificate of the 
number of ballots for each of them. 
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Sec. 21. Coroners, Elisors and Notaries Public 
shall be appointed for each county and the city of 
Baltimore, in the manner now prescribed by law, or 
in such other manner as the General Assembly may 
hereafter direct. 

Sec. 22. No Judge shall sit in any case wherein 
he may be interested, or where either of the parties 
may be connected with him by affinity or consan- 
guinity, within such degrees as may be prescribed 
by law, or where he shall have been of counsel in 
the case; and whenever any of the judges of the 
circuit courts, or of the courts for Baltimore city, 
shall be thus disqualified, or whenever, by reason of 
sickness, or any other cause, the said judges, or any 
of them, may be unable to sit in any cause, the par- 
ties may, by consent, appoint a proper person to try 
the said cause, or the judges, or any of them, shall 
do so when directed by law. 

Sec. 23. The present Chancellor and the Register 
in Chancery, and, in the event of any vacancy in their 
respective offices, their successors in office respec- 
tively, who are to be appointed as at present, by the 
Governor and Senate, shall continue in office, with 
the powers and compensation as at present estab- 
lished, until the expiration of two years after the 
adoption of this Constitution by the people, and 
until the end of the session of the Legislature next 
thereafter, after which the said offices of Chancellor 
and Register shall be abolished. The Legislature 
shall, in the mean time, provide by law for the re- 
cording, safe-keeping, or other disposition, of the 
records, decrees, and other proceedings of the Court 
of Chancery, and for the copying and attestation 
thereof, and for the custody and use of the Great 
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Seal of the 8tate, when required, after the expira- 
tion of the said two ycars^ and for transmitting to 
the said counties, and to the city of BaUimore-, all 
the cases and proceedings in said Court then undis- 
posed of and unfinished, in such manner, and under 
such regulations as may be deemed necessary and 
proper: Proinded^ that no new business shall origi- 
nate in the said Court, nor shall any cause be re- 
moved to the same from any other court, from and 
after the ratification of this Constitution* 

Sec* 24* The first election of Judges, Clerks, 
Registers of Wills, and all other officers, whose 
election by the people is provided for in this article 
of the Constitution, except justices of the peace and 
constables, shall take place throughout the State on 
the first Wednesday of November next after the 
ratification of this Constitution by the people. 

Sec. 25, In case of the death, resignation, remo- 
val, or other disqualification of a judge of any of the 
courts of law, the Governor, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, shall thereupon appoint 
a person, duly qualified, to fill said office until the 
next general election for delegates thereafter ; at 
which time an election shall be held as hereinbefore 
prescribed, for a judge.^ who shall hold the said office 
for ten years, according to the provisions of this 
Constitution* 

Sec. 26, In case of the death, resignation, remo- 
val, or other disqualification of the judge of an 
Orphans^ Court, the vacancy shall be filled by the 
appointment of the Governor, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate* 

Sec, 27, Whenever lands lie partly in one county, 
and partly in another, or partly in a county and partly 
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in the city of Baltimore, or whenever persons proper 
to be made defendants to proceedings in Chancery, 
reside some in one county and some in another, that 
court shall have jurisdiction in which proceedings 
shall have been first commenced, subject to such 
rules, regulations and alterations as may be pre- 
scribed by law. 

Sec. 28. In all suits or actions at law, issues from 
the Orphans' Court or from any court sitting in 
equity, in petitions for freedom, and in all present- 
ments and indictments now pending, or which may 
be pending at the time of the adoption of this Con- 
stitution by the people, or which may be hereafter 
instituted in any of the courts of law of this State, 
having jurisdiction thereof, the judge or judges 
thereof, upon suggestion in writing, if made by the 
State's Attorney, or the prosecutor for the State, 
or upon suggestion in writing, supported by affidavit, 
made by any of the parties thereto, or other proper 
evidence, that a fair and impartial trial cannot be had 
in the court where such suit or action at law, issues 
or petitions, or presentment and indictment is de- 
pending, shall order and direct the record of pro- 
ceedings in such suit or action, issues or petitions 
presentment or indictment, to be transmitted to the 
court of any adjoining county, provided, that the 
removal in all civil causes be confined to an adjoining 
county within the judicial circuit, except as to the 
city of Baltimore, where the removal may be to an 
adjoining county, for trial, which court shall hear 
and determine the same in like manner as if such 
suit or action, issues or petitions, presentment or 
indictment, had been originally instituted therein; 
and provided «&o,that such suggestion shall be made 
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as aforesaid, before or during the term in which the 
issue or issues may be joined in said suit or action, 
issues or petition, presentment or indictment, and 
that such further remedy in the premises may be 
provided by law, as the Legislature shaH from time 
to time direct and enact. 

Sec* 29. All election of judges, and other officers 
provided for by this Constitutio^^ shall be certified, 
and the returns made by the clerks of the respective 
counties to the Governor, who shall issue commis- 
sions to the different persons for the offices to which 
they shall have been respectively elected ; and in all 
such elections, the person having the greatest num- 
ber of votes, shall be declared to be elected. 

Sec, 30. If in any case of election for Judges ,^ 
Clerks of the Courts of Law and Registers of Wills, 
the opposing candidates si mil have an equal number 
of votes, it shall be the duty of the Governor to 
order a new election; and in case of any contested 
election, the Governor shall send the returns to the 
House of Delegates, who shall judge of the election 
and quahfication of the candidates at such election- 

Sec, 31, Every person of good moral character, 
being a voter, shall be admitted to practice law in 
all the courts of law in this State, in his own case. 



ARTICLE V. 

THE state's ATTORNEVS. 

Section 1. There shall be an attorney for tl 
State in each county and the city of Baltimore, 
be styled ^^The State's Attorney^'' who shall 1 
elected by the voters thereof, respectively, on tl 
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first Wednesday of November next, and on the same 
day every fourth year thereafter, and hold his office 
for four years from the first Monday of January next 
ensuing his election, and until his successor shall be 
elected and qualified, and shall be re-eligible thereto, 
and be subject to removal therefirom for incom- 
petency, wilful neglect of duty or misdemeanor in 
office, on conviction in a court of law. 

Sec. 2. All elections for the State's Attorney shall 
be certified to, and returns made thereof, by the 
clerks of the said counties and city to the Judges 
thereof having criminal jurisdiction, respectively, 
whose duty it shall be to decide upon the elections 
and qualifications of the persons returned, and in 
case of a tie between two or more persons, to desig- 
nate which of said persons shall qualify as State's 
Attorney, and to administer the oaths of office to 
the persons elected. 

Sec. 3. The State's Attorney shall perform such 
duties and receive such fees and commissions as are 
now prescribed by law for the Attorney General and 
his Deputies, and such other duties, fees and com- 
missions as may hereafter be prescribed by law, and 
if any State's Attorney shall receive any other fee 
or reward than such as is, or may be allowed by 
law, he shall, on conviction thereof, be removed from 
office. 

Sec. 4. No person shall be eligible to the office of 
State's Attorney who has not been admitted to prac- 
tice the law in this State, and who has not resided 
for at least one year in the county or city in which 
he may be elected. 

Sec. 5. In case of vacancy in the office of State's 
Attorney, or of his removal from the county or city 
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in which he shall have been elected, or on his con- 
viction as herein before specified, the said vacancy 
shall be filled by the Judge of the county or city, 
respectively, having criminal jurisdiction in which 
said vacancy shall occur, until the election and quali- 
fication of his successor; at which election said 
vacancy shall be filled by the voters of the said county 
or city, for the residue of the term thus made vacant 
Sec. tl It shall be the duty of the clerk of the 
Court of Appeals, and the Commissioner of the Land 
Office, respectively, whenever a case shall be brought 
into said court or oificc, in which tlie State is a party, 
or has an interest, immediately to notity the Gov- 
ernor thereof. 



ARTICLE VL 

TREASURY DEPARTMEIVT. 

Section L There shall be a Treasury Depart- 
ment, consisting of a Comptroller, chosen by the 
qualified electors of the State^ at each election of 
members of the House of Delegates, who shall re- 
ceive an annual salary of two thousand five hundred 
dollars; and of a Treasurer, to be appointed by tlie 
two Houses of the Legislature, at each session 
thereof, on joint ballot, who shall also receive an 
annual salary of two thousand five hundred dollars; 
and neither of the stud officers shall be allowed or 
receive any fees, commissions, or perquisites of any 
kind, in addition to his salary, for the performance 
of any duty or service whatever. In case of a 
vacancy in either of the offices, by death or other- 
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wise, the Governor, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, shall fill such vacancy by appoint- 
ment, to continue until another election by the peo- 
ple, or a choice by the legislature, as the case may 
be, and the qualification of the successor. The 
Comptroller and the Treasurer shall keep their 
offices at the seat of government, and shall take 
such oath, and enter into such bonds, for the faithful 
discharge of their duties, as the Legislature shall 
prescribe. 

Sec. 2. The Comptroller shall have the general 
superintendence of the fiscal affairs of the State: 
he shall digest and prepare plans for the improve- 
ment and management of the revenue, and for the 
support of the public credit; prepare and report 
estimates of the revenue and expenditure of the 
State ; superintend and enforce the collection of all 
taxes and revenue; adjust, settle and preserve all 
public accounts ; decide on the forms of keeping and 
stating accounts ; grant, under regulations prescribed 
by law, all warrants for moneys to be paid out of 
the treasury, in pursuance of appropriations by law; 
prescribe the formalities of the transfer of stock or 
other evidences of the State debt ; and countersign 
the same, without which such evidences shall not be 
valid; he shall make full reports of all his proceed- 
ings, and of the state of the Treasury Department 
within ten days after the commencement of each 
session of the Legislature, and perform such other 
duties as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 3. The Treasurer shall receive and keep the 
moneys of the State, and disburse the same upon 
warrants drawn by the Comptroller, and not other- 
wise ; he shall take receipts for all moneys paid by 
8 



&8 

him, and all receipts for moneys received by him 
shall be endorsed upon warrants signed by the Comp- 
troller, without w^iich warrant, so signed, no acknow- 
ledgement of money received into the Treasury shall 
be valid; and upon warrants issued by the Comp- 
troller he shall make arrangements for the payment 
of the interest of the public debt, and for the pur- 
chase thereof, on account of the sinking fund* Every 
bond, certificate, or other evidence of the debt of the 
State, shall be signed by the Treasurer and counter- 
signed by the Comptroller, and no new certificate or 
other evidence intended to replace another shall be 
issued until the old one shall be delivered to the 
Treasurer, and authority executed in due form for 
the transfer of the same shall be filed in his office, 
and the transfer accordingly made on the books 
thereof, and the certificate or other evidence can- 
celled; but the Legislature may make provision for 
the loss of certificates or other evidence of the debt* 
Sec. 4. The Treasurer shall render his accounts 
quarterly to the Comptroller; and on the third day 
of each session of the Legislature he shall submit to 
the Senate and House of Delegates fair and accurate 
copies of all accounts by him from time to time ren- 
dered and settled with the Comptroller. He shall 
at all times submit to the Comptroller, the inspection 
of the moneys in his hands, and perform all other 
duties that shall be prescribed by law. 
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ARTICLE VII. 

SUNDRY OFFICERS. 

Section 1. At the first general election of Dele- 
gates to the General Assembly, after the adoption of 
this Constitution, four Commissioners shall be elected 
as hereinafter provided, who shall be styled " Commis- 
sioners of Public Works," and who shall exercise a 
diligent and faithful supervision of all Public Works, 
in which the State may be interested as stockholder 
or creditor, and shall represent the State in all meet- 
ings of the Stockholders, and shall appoint the Di- 
rectors in every Rail Road or Canal Company, in 
which the State has the constitutional power to 
appoint Directors. It shall also be the duty of the 
Commissioners of Public Works to review, from 
time to time, the rate of tolls adopted by any com- 
pany ; use all legal powers which they may possess 
to obtain the establishment of rates of tolls, which 
may prevent an injurious competition with each other, 
to the detriment of the interests of the State ; and 
so to adjust them as to promote the agriculture of 
the State. It shall also be the duty of the said 
Commissioners of Public Works to keep a journal 
of their proceedings ; and at each regular session of 
the Legislature to make to it a report, and to recom- 
mend such legislation as they shall deem necessary 
and requisite to promote or protect the interest of 
the State in the Public Works ; and perform such 
other duties as may be prescribed by law. They 
shall each receive such salary as may be allowed by 
law, which shall not be increased or diminished dur- 
ing their continuance in office. 
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Sec. 2, For the eleclioB of the Commissioners of 
Public Works, the State shall be divided into four 
districts. The counties of Allegany, Washington, 
Frederick, Carroll, Baltimore and Harford, shall 
constitute the first district. The counties of Mont- 
gomery, Howard, Anne Arundel, Calvert, St, Mary's, 
Charles and Prince George^s, shall constitute the 
second district. Baltimore city shall constitute the 
third district. The counties of Cecil, Kent, Queen 
Anne"*s, Talbot, Caroline, Dorchester, Somerset, and 
Worcester, shall constitute the fourth district. One 
commissioner shall be elected in each district, who 
shall have been a resident thereof at least five years 
next preceding his election. 

Sec. 3. The said Commissioners shall be elected 
by the qualified voters of their districts respectively; 
the returns of their election shall be certified to the 
Governor, who shall, by proclamation, declare the 
result of the election. Two of the said commis- 
sioners, first elected, shall hold their office for four 
years, and the other two for two years from the first 
Monday of December next succeeding their election. 
And at the first meeting after their election, or as 
soon thereafter as practicable, they shall determine, 
by lot, who of their number shall hold their oflSces 
for four and two years respectively; and thereafter 
there shall be elected as aforesaid, at each general 
election of Delegates, two commissioners for the 
term of four years, to be taken from the districts 
respectively wherein the commissioners resided at 
the time of their election, whose term of service has 
expired. And in case of a vacancy in the office of 
either of said commissioners, by death, resignation, 
or otherwise, the Governor, by and with the advice 
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and consent of the Senate, shall appoint some quali- 
fied person from the same district, to serve until the 
next general election of Delegates, when an election 
shall be held, as aforesaid, for a commissioner for 
the residue of said term. And in case of an equal 
division in the board of commissioners, on any sub- 
ject committed to their charge, the Treasurer of the 
State shall have power, and shall be called on to 
decide the same. And in the event of a tie vote 
for any two of the candidates for the office of com- 
missioner in the same district, it shall be the duty of 
the Governor to commission one or the other of the 
candidates having the equal number of votes. And 
if the Governor doubt the legality or result of any 
election held for said commissioners, it shall be his 
duty to send the returns of such election to the 
House of Delegates, who shall judge of the election 
and qualification of the candidates at such election. 
Sec. 4. During the continuance of the lottery sys- 
tem in this State, there shall be elected by the legal 
and qualified voters of the State, at every general 
election for delegates to the General Assembly, one 
Commissioner of Lotteries, who shall hold his office 
for two years, and till the qualification of his suc- 
cessor, and shall be re-eligible. His whole compen- 
sation shall be paid out of the fund raised for the 
Maryland Consolidated Lottery grants, and shall 
not exceed the amount of commissions received by 
one of the present Lottery Commissioners, out of 
said fund; and he shall give such bond, for the faith- 
ful performance of his duties as is now given by the 
Lottery Commissioners. The term of the Commis- 
sioner, who shall be elected at the general election 
for Delegates next succeeding the adoption of this 
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Constitution, shall commence at the expiration of 
the commissions of the present Lottery Commis- 
sioners, and continue for two years, and till the quali- 
fication of his successor. 

iSec, 5. From and after the first day of April, 
eighteen hundred and fifty -nine, no lottery scheme 
shall be drawn, for any purpose whatever, nor shall 
any lottery ticket be sold in this State; and it shall 
be the duty of the several commissioners elected 
under this Constitution, to make such contract or 
contracts as will extinguish all existing lottery grants 
before the said first day of April, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-nine, and also secure to the State a clear 
yearly revenue equal to the average amount derived 
by the State from the system for the last five years; 
but no such contract or contracts shall be valid until 
approved by the Treasurer and Comptroller, 

Sec. 6. There shall be a Commissioner of the 
Land Office elected by the qualified voters of the 
State, at the first general election of Delegates to 
the Assembly after the ratification of this Constitu- 
tion, who shall hold his office for the term of six 
years from the first day of January next after his 
election. The returns of said election shall be made 
to the Governor, and in the event of a tie between 
any two or more candidates, the Governor shall di- 
rect a new election I o be held by writs to the several 
sherifls, who shall hold said election after at least 
twenty days notice, exclusive of the day of election* 
The said Commissioner shall sit as judge of the 
Land Office, and receive therefor the sum of two 
hundred dollars per annum, to be paid out of the 
State Treasury. He shall also perform the duties 
of the Register of the Land Office, and be entitled 
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to receive therefor the fees now chargeable in said 
office; and he shall also perform the duties of Ex- 
aminer General, and be entitled to receive therefor 
the fees now chargeable by said officer. The office 
of Register of the Land Office and Examiner Gen- 
eral shall be abolished from and after the election 
and qualification of the Commissioner of the Land 
Office. 

Sec. 7. The State Librarian shall be elected by 
the joint vote of the two branches of the Legisla- 
ture, for two years, and until his successor shall be 
elected and qualified. His salary shall be one thou- 
sand dollars per annum. He shall perform such 
duties as are now or may hereafter be prescribed 
by law. 

Sec. 8. The county authorities now known as 
Levy Courts or County Commissioners, shall here- 
after be styled '' County Commissioners,'' and shall be 
elected by general ticket, and not by districts, by 
the voters of the several counties, on the first Wed- 
nesday in November, one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-one, and on the same day in every second 
year thereafter. Said Commissioners shall exercise 
such powers and duties only as the Legislature may 
from time to time prescribe ; but such powers and 
duties, and the tenure of office, shall be uniform 
throughout the State, and the Legislature shall, at 
or before its second regular session, after the adop- 
tion of this Constitution, pass such laws as may be 
necessary for determining the number for each 
county, and ascertaining and defining the powers, 
duties, and tenure of office of said Commissioners ; 
and until the passage of such laws the Commissioners 
elected under this Constitution shall have and exer- 
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cise all the powers and duties in their respective 
counties^ now exercised by the county authorities 
under the laws of the State, 

Sec. 9. The General Assembly shall provide by 
law for the election of Road Supervisors, in the 
several counties, by the voters of the election districts 
respectively, and may provide bylaw for the election 
or appointment of such other county officers as may 
be required, and are not herein provided for, and 
prescribe their powers and duties; but the tenure of 
office, their powers and duties, and mode of appoint- 
ment, shall be uniform throughout the State. 

Sec. 10, The quahfied voters of each county, and 
the city of Baltimore, shall, at the first election of 
delegates after the adoption of this Constitution, and 
every two years thereafter, elect a Surveyor for the 
counties, and the city of Baltimore respectively, 
whose duties and compensation shall be the same 
as are now prescribed by law for the county and 
city Surveyors respectively, or as may hereafter be 
prescribed by law. The term of office of said county 
and city Surveyors respectively, shall commence on 
the first Monday of January next succeeding their 
election. And vacancies in said office of Surveyors, 
by death, resignation, or removal from their respec- 
tive counties or city, shall be filled by the Commis- 
sioners of the counties, or Mayor and City Council 
of Baltimore respectively. 

Sec II, The qualified voters of Worcester county 
shall, at the first election of delegates after the adop- 
tion of this Constitution, and every two years there- 
after, elect a Wreck-Master for the said county, 
whose duties and compensation shall be the same as 
are now prescribed or may be hereafter prescribed 
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by law. The term of office of said Wreck-Master 
shall commence on the first Monday of January 
next succeeding his election ; and a vacancy in said 
office, by death, resignation, or removal from the 
county, shall be filled by the county commissioners 
of said county, for the residue of the term thus made 
vacant. 



ARTICLE VIII. 

NEW C OUNTIE S, 

Section 1. That part of Anne Arundel county 
called Howard District, is hereby erected into a 
new county, to be called Howard county, the inhabi- 
tants whereof shall have, hold and enjoy all such 
rights and privileges as are held and enjoyed by the 
inhabitants of the other counties in this State ; and its 
civil and municipal officers, at the time of the ratifica- 
tion of this Constitution, shall continue in office until 
their successors shall have been elected or appointed, 
and shall have qualified as such; apd all rights, 
powers and obligations incident to Howard District 
of Anne Arundel county shall attach to Howard 
county. 

Sec. 2. When that part of Allegany county, lying 
south and west of a line beginning at the summit of 
Big Back Bone or Savage Mountain, where that 
mountain is crossed by Mason and Dixon^s line, and 
running thence by a straight line, to the middle of 
Savage river where it empties into the Potomac 
river, thence by a straight line, to the nearest point 
or boundary of the State of Virginia ; then with said 
9 
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boundary to the Fairfax stoiie^ shall contain a popula* 
tion of ten thousand, and the majority of electors 
thereof shall desire to separate and form a new 
county, and make known their desire by petition to 
the Legislature, the Legislature shall direct at the 
next succeeding election^ that the Judges shall open 
a book at each Election district in said part of 
Allegany county^ and have recorded therein the vote 
of each elector ^^^ For or Against" a new county* In 
ease the majority are in favor^ then said part of 
Allegany county to be declared an independent 
county, and the inhabitants whereof shall have, and 
enjoy all such rights and privileges as are held and 
enjoyed by the inhabitants of the other counties in 
this State. Provided^ that the whole representation 
in the General Assembly of the county, when divided, 
shall not exceed the present delegation of Allegany 
county, allowed under this Constitution until after 
the next census* 



ARTICLE IX. 

MILITIA. 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Legislature 
to pass laws for the enrollment of the militia; to 
provide for districting the State into cfiviBions, bri- 
gades, battalions, regiments, and conipanies^^ and to 
pass laws for the effectual encouragement of volun- 
teer corps by some mode which may induce the for- 
mation and contiiuiance of at least one volunteer 
company in every county and division in the city of 
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Baltimore. The company, battalion, and regimental 
officers (staff officers excepted) shall be elected by 
the persons composing their several companies, bat- 
talions and regiments. 

Sec. 2. The Adjutant General shall be appointed 
by the Governor, by and M^ith the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate. He shall hold his office for the 
term of six years, and receive the same salary as 
heretofore, until changed by the Legislature. 



ARTICLE X. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Section 1. Every officer of this State, the Gov- 
ernor excepted, the entire amount of whose pay or 
compensation received for the discharge of his offi- 
cial duties shall exceed the yearly sum of three 
thousand dollars, shall keep a book, in which shall 
be entered every sum or sums of money received 
by him or on his account as a payment or compen- 
sation for his performance of official duties, a copy 
of which entries in said book, verified by the oath 
of the officer by whom it is directed to be kept, shall 
be returned yearly to the Treasurer of the State for 
his inspection and that of the General Assembly of 
Maryland; and each of such officers, when the 
amount received by him for the year shall exceed 
the sum of three thousand dollars, shall yearly pay 
over to the treasurer the amount of such excess by 
him received, subject to such disposition thereof as 
the Legislature may deem just and equitable. And 







any such officer failing to comply with the said 
requisition, shall be deemed to have vacated his 
office, and be subject to suit by the State for the 
amount that ought to have been paid into the 
treasury. 

Sec. 2, The Legislature shall have power to pass 
all such laws as may he necessary and proper for 
carrying into execution the powers vested by this 
Constitution, in any department or office of the 
government, and the duties imposed upon them 
thereby. 

Sec, 3, If in any election directed by this Consti- 
tution any two or more candidates shall have the 
highest and an equal number of votes, a new election 
shall be ordered, unless in cases specially provided 
for by the Constitution. 

Sec, 4. The trial by jury of all issues of fact in 
civil proceedings, in the several courts of law in this 
State, where the amount in controversy exceeds the 
sum of five dollars, shall be inviolably preserved. 

Sec 5. In the trial of all criminal cases the jury 
shall be the judges of law as well as fact. 

Sec. 6. The Legislature shall have power to regu- 
late by law all matters which relate to the judges, 
time, place and manner of holding elections in this 
State, and of making returns thereof, provided that 
the tenure and term of office, and the day of election 
shall not be affected thereby. 

Sec. 7. All rights vested, and all liabilities incurred 
shall remain as if this Constitution had not been 
adopted. 

Sec. 8. The Governor and all officers, civil and 
military, now holding commissions under this State 
shall continue to hold and exercise their offices, 
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according to their present tenure^ until they shall 
be superseded, pursuant to the provisions of this 
Constitution, and until their successors be duly 
qualified. 

Sec. 9. The sherifis of the several counties of this 
State, and of the city of Baltimore, shall give notice 
of the several elections authorized by this Constitu- 
tion, in the manner prescribed by existing laws for 
elections under the present Constitution. 

Sec. 10. This Constitution, if adopted by a ma- 
jority of the legal votes cast on the first Wednesday 
of June next, shall go into operation on the fourth 
day of July next, and on and after said day shall 
supersede the present Constitution of this State. 



ARTICLE XI. 

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

It shall be the duty of the Legislature, at its first 
session immediately succeeding the returns of every 
cen^is of the United States, hereafter taken, to pass 
a law for ascertaining, at the next general election 
of Delegates, the sense of the people of Maryland 
in regard to the calling a Convention for altering the 
Constitution ; and in case the majority of votes cast 
at said election shall be in favor of calling a Con- 
vention, the Legislature shall provide for assembling 
such Convention, and electing Delegates thereto at 
the earliest convenient day ; and the Delegates to 
the said Convention shall be elected by the several 
counties of the State and the city of Baltimore, in 



70 

proportion to their representation respectively in the 
Senate and House of Delegates, at the time when 
said Convention may be called. 

Done 171 Convention the ISth day of May^ in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-one^ and of the Independence of the United 
States the seventyfifth, 

J. G. CHAPMAN, 

President of the ConvetUion. 

Mtest — George G, Brewer, 

Secretary to Ckmvention, 
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